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The purpose r 1 pose le@ishs 1 is to conter jurisdictior 
upon the Distriet ‘ou O nite ates for the Central Division 
of the Southern District of California hear, determine, and render 


judgment on the elain Bernard R. Novak for personal injurie 
expenses sustained j the result of a collision between his truck 


truck belonging 1 Hye ad Otatl Coast Guard on January 


1945. 


Q)n Jan ar e i ‘>. 1 ‘lam an Bernard R. Novak Was injured 
when the truck driven as struck from the rear by a Coast 
Guard truck while Mr. Novak's truck was stopped at a tollhouse o1 
the Interstate idge between Duluth, Minn., and Supericr. Wis 
While the neghee ' Government driver ts admitted, the 
extent of the injuri iffered by Mr. Novak is in dispute. The 
House of Re pres itat Vil l hle to re solve the dispute and that 
body proposes to confer jurisdiction on a Federal district court for the 
purpose of determining the matter in dispute and making a proper 
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The committee, like the House of Representatives, is unable to 
determine the issues in dispute, and it therefore recommends that 
this legislation conferring jurisdiction on the Federal district court be 
favorably considered. 

Attached to this report and made a part thereof is the report of the 
Treasury submitted in connection with a similar bill introduced in the 
Kighty-first Congress and the statement of a doctor relative to the 
claimant’s injuries. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, June 6, 1950. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 


Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Drar Mr. CHatRMAN: Further reference is made to your letter of February 
23, 1950, requesting the views of the Treasury Department on H. R. 7391, for the 
relief of Bernard R. Novak. 

The purpose of H. R. 7391 is to authorize the payment of $15,000 to Bernard 
R. Novak in full satisfaction of his claim against the United States for compensa- 
tion for personal injuries sustained by him when a delivery truck driven by bim 
was hit in the rear by a Coast Guard truck near the tollhouse on the Interstate 
Bridge between Duluth, Minn., and Superior, Wis., on January 15, 1943. 

A formal Coast Guard investigation of this accident found that the truck 
driven by Mr. Novak was proceeding from Duluth to Superior and was struck in 
the rear while stopped at the tollhouse on the Interstate Bridge, that the driving 
conditions were slippery, and that this collision apparently resulted in a slight 
head injury to Mr. Novak as his head struck an angle iron at the rear of the 
driver’s compartment. The opinion of the board was that Mr. Novak had 
recovered from his injury, and it recommended that any recovery be limited to 
a maximum of $500 which would cover his losses, including doctor bills, hospital 
charges, and loss of wages. The board was held on March 6, 1943. Claimant 
was hospitalized from January 16 to March 1, 1943. By letter to the captain of 
the port, Duluth, dated March 12, 1943, the attending physician stated that on 
discharge from the hospital all of Mr. Novak’s symptoms had subsided, that he 
complained of no headache, and that the patient said that he felt fine. However, 
the letter added that since being discharged, Mr. Novak had volunteered the 
nformation that he still had headaches. Mr. Novak in testifying before the board 
stated that he still had headaches similar to those he suffered while in the hospital, 
but that they were not as severe. 

Nothing was heard from Mr. Novak until April of 1949 when he requested 
information of the Coast Guard as to whether anything could be done for him in 
regard to the accident. He stated the hospital bill was $350, the doctor’s bill was 
$250, and that he was earning $6 per day at the time of injury. He stated further 
that the captain of the port, Duluth, had told him the Coast Guard could do 
nothing for him for 4 or 5 years. The letter contained nothing to indicate that 
Mr. Novak had suffered in any way as the result of this injury since April 23, 1943. 
It did indicate, however, that the writer had anticipated receiving word from the 
Coast Guard concerning some sort of settlement after the lapse of 4 or 5 years. 
In reply to this letter Mr. Novak was informed that he could file a claim for 
medical and hospital expenses actually incurred, for consideration and possible 
settlement by the Government. 

Mr. Novak submitted a claim under date of June 8, 1949, for a total of $870.25 
consisting of $152.25 in hospital charges, $250 in doctor bills, and $468 lost in 
wages. A receipted bill from the hospital was enclosed. The claim stated he was 
out of work as the result of a brain injury sustained in the accident from January 
16 to April 23, 1948. Upon receiving this claim the Coast Guard undertook to 
obtain the necessary information to substantiate it and correspondence with 
various persons revealed that Mr. Novak had paid the hospital bill on January 15, 
1944, in the amount of $152.25, that the State of Wisconsin Industrial Commission 
had paid Mr. Novak the sum of $304.50 covering a disability period from January 
15 to April 28, 1948, and that his emplover paid the attending physician, since 
deceased, $125. Whether any other payments were made to the doctor is not 
known. Following receipt of this information Mr. Novak was advised by letter 
dated August 24, 1949, that Coast Guard Headquarters would give favorable 
consideration to a claim for the medical and hospital expenses incurred. 

In view of the foregoing, and inasmuch as the injury apparently was sustained 
as the proximate result of negligence on the part of the Coast Guard driver, with- 
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out contributory negligence on the part of claimant, the Treasury Department 
has no objection to the payment to Mr. Novak of a sum which is equitable and 
fair in the circumstances. The Department is of the opinion that $15,000 is 
greatly excessive and suggests that $1,000 would adequately compensate Mr. 
Novak. 


The Department has been advised by the Bureau of the Budget that there is 
no objection to the submission of this report to the committee. 
Very truly yours, 
G. H. Fouey, Jr., 


Acting Secretary of the Treasur ye 


San Luis CLuInlc, 


San Luis Obispo, Calif., June 18, 1950. 
Re: Bernard Novak. 


To Whom It May Concern 


This 37-year-old white male was examined in this office on June 16, 1950. He 
states he was well until the accident on January 15, 1943. He says he was not 
unconscious and X-rays showed no skull fracture. Since that time he has had 
high blood pressure and almost daily right-sided headaches. Otherwise he feels 
well. 

Physical examination: Robust, florid man who does not appear ill and seems 
mentally sound. Four blood-pressure readings taken over a period of 45 minutes 
all measured 160/110. General physical examination is otherwise negative. 
Pupils equal and react to light and accommodation. Optic fundi show no abnor- 
malities. The heart is normal to percussion and auscultation. Reflexes 
hypoactive and equal. 

Impression: Essential hypertension. 
found. 


are 
No objective evidence of brain injury 


Yours truly, 
San Luis Curinic, 
ROBERT E. Buck, M. D. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 19th dav of June 1950. 
Viv1AN MIDDLETON CRANE, 


Notary Public. 
My commission expires May 28, 1954. 
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